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Growing up
My great- grandmother was born in Civita di Banorejo, where she 
had my grandfather. I do not know who my actual great-grandfather 
is, but my step-great-grandfather is Mario Nunziati. The picture is of 
me going up the path to Civita.



Who?

Riccardo nunziati is my grandfather (nonno in italian). He was born on October 10, 1936. He 
is now 81 years old. When he was      21      years old, he came to chicago from italy. He was and 
still is a great tailor (person that sews) and came to america to develop his designs. In 
america, he met my grandmother (nonna) who is a seamstress, and they started up a tailor 
shop called riccardo’s. 



Before Coming to America

At the time, growing up in italy was very complex. We as students are very fortunate to be able 
to have education up until college and not have to work unless we want to. My nonno only 
was able to get education up until fifth grade before he had to start working. It was very hard 
for him to come to america, but he sucessfully learned english and got a green card in order 
to come to america.



How?

My nonno’s accomplishments definietley are still growing on me. He encourages me to be 
happy with who i am and be grateful for what i have. Authough he does not run his bussiness 
anymore, he still manages very well. The steps that he is still taking to become sucessful 
encourage me to keep going. He still makes it back to italy with my nonna every year. He 
taught me to never put my head down in any situation and that we were born for a reason, 
no matter how hard it seems to belive it.






